
How to Advance Your

Management? 
Career in Sports 

What You Need to Know About the Success Strategy?
Sports management is a lucrative field for those who are a fan of sports 
as well as those who aren’t. If you have decided to enter the arena, then 
here is a strategy to help you advance your career in sports
management.

It is about managing people such as sports athletes, teams, and leagues 
as well as organizations that host, manage, promote, or sponsor sports 
events, Olympics, competitions, etc. 

Some of the most in-demand sports management jobs and titles 
include the following.

Sports-related occupations are increasing fast 
& experts project them to grow 13% by 2031.  

DIY Know?

What is Sports Management About?
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What Type of Sports Management 
Jobs Are Out There?

Athletic Coaches work with athletes to 
train them to improve their performance 
through strategic skill training. 

Athlete Development Professionals help
athletes reach their full potential through 
career advancement. 

Fitness Managers create programs and 
manage facilities that promote the physical 
fitness of athletes or gym trainees.

Turf Management are specialists who 
prepare the ground, pitches, turf grass 
selection, and maintenance. 

Athletic Director is responsible for 
managing everyday sports aspects at 
school, college, or a major sports  
organization.

Operations Managers oversee equipment, 
power, sanitation, supplies, seating 
arrangement, & schedules at major
organizations. 

Guest Relations Managers organize press 
releases events, organize public relations 
with the press, and brand disaster mitigation.

Financial Managers who oversee the 
salaries, payoff, expenses, budget, & 
investment opportunities of sports athletes & 
events. 

Sports Agents are the athletes who 
broker deals between sponsors & athletes 
at the best salary or per game play. 

Business Development Coordinators 
create strategies to increase revenue & 
brand awareness for an organization or 
sports league. 

Game/Event Coordinators ensure events 
run smoothly by coordinating with teams, 
athletes, broadcasters, promoters, etc. 

Marketing Managers deal with marketing, 
promotion, digital marketing, and viral campaigns, 
about games and athletes. 

Contract Negotiators help athletes and
organizations negotiate contracts until both 
parties come to a fair settlement. 

Facilities Managers supervise the location 
where sports events take place including stadium, 
tracks, courts, audience, maintenance, etc. 

Sports Lawyer handles all the contracts, 
legality, rights, and �ght cases on behalf of 
athletes, brand sponsors, or organizations. 

Resort Managers overlap with hospitality and 
sports and are responsible for the housing and 
hotels of sports enthusiasts and sponsors. 

Game Day or 
Event Coordinator

average salary
S43,000

PAYSCALE UPDATED
AUGUST 2021

Sport 
Marketer

average salary
S66,000

GLASSDOOR UPDATED
AUGUST 2021

Facility Operations
Manager

average salary
S65,093

PAYSCALE UPDATED
AUGUST 2021

Athletic
Director

average salary
S60,997

PAYSCALE UPDATED
AUGUST 2021

Athletic
Director

average salary
S61,000

GLASSDOOR UPDATED
AUGUST 2021

Guest Relations
Manager

average salary
S51,000

GLASSDOOR UPDATED
AUGUST 2021

Contact 
Analyst

average salary
S60,417

PAYSCALE UPDATED
AUGUST 2021

Note:  Individual salaries may vary by factors like industry, years of 
experience, and geographic location.
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Is a Sports Management Degree Worth It?

Yes, it’s worth it!

Sources: 
https://sm.hhp.ufl.edu/news/careers-with-a-sports-management-degree/ 
https://www.jobsinsports.com/blog/2018/07/02/the-ultimate-list-of-careers-in-sports-management/ 
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/entertainment-and-sports/athletes-and-sports-competitors.htm
https://www.lonestar.edu/salary.htm 
https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/report/sports-global-market-report
https://www.wsn.com/blog/highest-paid-sport/
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/rankings/best-paying-jobs 
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of the U.S. 
population claimed to 
be keen sports fans 
in a survey in 2022. 

 increase & growth 
 rate between 2021 and 
 2031 compared to 
 other industries. 
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highest paying jobs 
among the top majors 
with average media pay 
$77,000 in the U.S

annual growth 
rate of sports 
industry 
estimated by CAGR. 

highest paying 
leagues in the world are NBA, 
NFL, MLB, NHL, MLS, WNBA
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26% 36% 50

5.2% 6/10

Sports Management Top Salaries


